
Update From VTrans Environmental 
Chris Slesar, VTrans Environmental Resources Coordinator 

NETC Symposium – June 19, 2019 

Vision
A culture of environmental 
stewardship throughout the 

Agency.

Mission
To proactively and timely 
integrate environmental 

considerations into all VTrans 
projects and activities in order to 

avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
environmental impacts of the 

transportation system.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1 –  Intro.  Staff presentPDB EnvironmentalMOB EnvironmentalConstruction EnvironmentalCulture of compliance�Environmental performance measures in VTrans Strategic PlanI’d mention how we are utilizing Arc online and the collector app for our a lot of our stormwater asset management/maintenance/reporting now.SWTP maintenance (i.e phragmites control?)



Bats and Pollinators

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 2 – Bats and pollinators remain front and center for our ecologists.  VTrans continues strive to be a leader in researching bat/transportation interaction and ways of mitigating effects of construction.  	Outstanding relationship with Alyssa Bennet from VT F&WApplying new and innovative technologies to complete surveys.   VTrans has agreed to sign onto the Monarch Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (Monarch CCAA)



Emerald Ash Borer Training

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 3 – Emerald Ash Borer – Our goal is to stop, or more accurately slow down, any potential spread of this pest.  We don’t want any EAB leaving our projects or ROW.  Biologists have partnered with VT Forest Parks and Rec to train all of our District maintenance staff.  SO far have educated hundreds of staff.  



Road Ecology –
Habitat Connectivity
• Highways & Habitats
• NETWC
• ICOET
• CMECF
• GIS - Amphibian 

Modeling
• ARC Solutions
• Staying Connected 

Initiative
• NEGECP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Incorporating Road Ecology principles into VTrans culture on programmatic and project levels. Highways & Habitats training – finishing up development of on-lineNETWC, ICOET, CMECFGIS - Amphibian ModelingARC SolutionsStaying Connected InitiativeNEGECPVTrans Municipal Assistance Bureau – sponsored through Tranportation Alternatives Program two amphibian crossing structures in Addison Count.  ***CLICK*** that won a 2017 Environmental Excellence Award from FHWA.  



What’s new in terms of Cultural Resources?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 5 – PASometimes the landscape we are working in changes overnight.  BATS, Emerald Ash Borer. Our Section 106 PA was cancelled.  We just signed a new PA….less comprehensive than the previous one.  This pa will focus on consultation with SHPO on APE rather than effect determination.  Delegation of all effect determinations except for Adverse Effect.  



Creative Mitigation Solutions for Section 106 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 6 – Our cultural resources team is putting a big focus on creative and innovative mitigation – rather than simple data recovery and document and destroy.When the scope changed on the Route 78 Swanton Project and we needed more mitigation.  Jen developed – for a multitude of great reasons – a plan to perform residue analysis on the pottery recovered.  Already had over 40,000 pottery sherds.  Rather than excavate 10,000 more we decided to spend the money on extracting more robust data from the sample we already have.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 7 – Architectural HistoriansUtilizing LiDAR – to document bridges.Rewriting and updating the Middlebury Historic District National Register Nomination Goal is to ensure that our mitigations are meaningful as possible.






Thank You.

Questions?
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