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RESOLUTION 40-3

RESOLUTION ON ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY,
ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE, AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WHEREAS, the New England Governors and Fastern Canadian Premiers have shown International
leadership through thelr collective action Lo aulelrass envlronmental protection and climate changs,
paprclally through work to expand use and production of renawable energy ond other effors to reduce
greanhouse gas emlsskons; and

WHEREAS, the reglon’s economy, culture, and identity are closely tled to and dependent upon s
forests and waler resources; and

WHEREAS, the reglon’s cities and towns, Infrastructure, and natural ecosystems are vulnarablo 1o
pidvarse Impacts from elimate change, Jursdictong peglon e e taking steps to adapt to n changing
elimata, by making communities, Infrastructure, and publie investmants more resilent; and

WHEREAS, thie New England Governors and Eastern Canadlan Pramlers recognize the Inherent
eonnection betwoon the reglon's forested landscape and Its forest products sconamy, and Lhe
important rola that private forest landowners ploy In the health and condition of it forests) and

WHEREAS, the Narthern Appalachlan-tcadian farast 15 glabally significant as the most Intact,
contiguous temperate bioadieaf forest In the wor I, The Northeaster comstal forest, Including the
constal plain, and the Gull of Saint Lawrence lowland forest provide a vital link Tor neatropical
migrants of global significance, Boreal forests are globally Important for milllons of resident and
milgratery birds, Including sonpgbirds which depand on Boreal farasts dluring diferent stages of thelr
(Hfeeyches. Tagather, these forasts span portions of all six New England statos and five eastirn
Canadian provinces, Glabal climate change |5 a prominent threat o the long-term health of these vital
pensystams. The spread of Invashve speches and wikdiife dlsease, oflen axacerbated by global climate

change, is anothar key threat; amd

WHEREAS, indigenous people hlstorcally have a strong cannaction to the land, and in the present day
continue o recognize the traditlonal Importance of a healthy environment to tha social well-belng anl

econcmic prosperlty far futur generations; and

WHEREAS, malntaining and rastorlng ecological connectivily is an Important sirategy for boosting the
risilience of the |EH|~|H1'5 |1;'||_i1:|l_' 1_"|_|;;|5'.I5t[| ms and blgrliverth,r, as well as is gconomy aniel himan
comimunities, Connected habitats provide the natural pathways necessary for fish, wildlife, and plants to
fmae to maet thelr life needs and to find suitable habitat as dimate conditions changa. Intacl
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2023 Conference
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Moose - Wood Turtles — Central Vermont

Photo courtesy of The Orianne Society



Reconnecting VT’s last two rattlesnake populations
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Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program
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